Memory Verse of the Week
“And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
+ John 17:3
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 24, 2020
10:00 a.m. (Remote)

Welcome & Announcements
Ringing of the Church Bells
Prelude .....................................Improvisation on “Puer Nobis” - Paul Manz
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, † one God,
the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and
our salvation.
C: Amen.
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
(silence is kept for reflection)
P: We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all,
and you water the earth abundantly. Oceans and aquifers praise you.
Rivers and streams bless you.
C: We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees
us from sin and raises us up to new life. Here at this font we touch
the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing through the
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city of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here, we are
grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the
world.
P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and
throughout all creation. Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Peace
P: He is risen!
C: He is risen indeed!
All: Alleluia!
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(Please greet those around you in the name of Christ.)

Gathering Hymn ............................................................... Worship Book - 384
“That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”
Vs 1
the sun shone out with fairer light,
when, to their longing eyes restored,
the apostles saw their risen Lord!
Vs 2 O Jesus, king of gentleness,
to you our lips will ever raise
the tribute of our grateful praise.
Vs 3 O Christ, you are the Lord of all
in this our Easter festival,
for you will be our strength and shield
from ev'ry weapon death can wield.
Vs 4 All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to you, once dead, but now alive!
To God the Father equal praise,
and God the Holy Ghost, we raise!
The Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Song of Praise ......................................... “To Him Who Sits on the Throne”
To him who sits on the throne and unto the Lamb, (repeat)
be blessing and glory and honor and power forever. (repeat)
The Salutation
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
The Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray, O God of glory,
C: your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in
joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading ............................................................................... Acts 1:6-14
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When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to
the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Solo .................................................................... “Song of Peace” - Gary Fry
Second Reading ....................................................... 1 Peter 4:12-11
12
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place
among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.
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But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may
also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled
for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is
the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
5:6
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he
may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for
you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him
be the power forever and ever. Amen.
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Gospel Acclamation .................

- Setting 4 Page 151
“Alleluia”

The Holy Gospel ...................................................................... John 17:1-11
(spoken) (text for pastor’s sermon)

P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to

may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give
eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your
presence before the world existed.
6
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
8
word. 7
!
for
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
!
"
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sent me. 9"
!
"
!
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine
"
# 11And now I
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they
may be one, as we are one.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon............................................................................... Rev. Paul Offhaus
Hymn of the Day .........................................................
- 654
“The Church’s One Foundation”
Vs 1

$
%
&
she is his new creation by water and the word.
$
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Vs 2

$
$
her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses with ev'ry grace endued.

Vs 3 Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
!
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And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.
Vs 4 Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
Vs 5 Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
O blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face.
Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
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ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People (after each petition, please respond as follows):
P: …through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Time of Offering................................ Easter Sonata for Flute and Organ, II
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright - Robert J. Powell
Canticle of Thanksgiving ...........................................
- 207
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”

Thanksgiving for the Word
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word
you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of
life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P:

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of
7

life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P:

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by
death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O
God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
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' new our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake
of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all
%
&
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
C: Amen.
P:

The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
!
"
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tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Sending Hymn .............................................................................. LBW - 363
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
Vs 1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
In death his love shall never die.
Vs 2 Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
he comes to claim the here and now
and conquer ev'ry place and time.
Vs 3 Not throned afar, remotely high,
untouched, unmoved by human pains,
but daily, in the midst of life,
our Savior with the Father reigns.
8

Vs 4 In ev'ry insult, rift, and war,
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
he suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, though ever crucified.
Vs 5 Christ is alive! Ascended Lord-he rules the world his Father made,
till, in the end, his love adored
shall be to all on earth displayed.
Dismissal
A: Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Postlude............................... Recessional on “Truro” - Franklin D. Ashdown
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Presiding Minister & Preacher .............................................Rev. Paul Offhaus
Assisting Minister ........................................................................... Steve Rieck
Organist ................................................................................... Martin P. Gigler
Altar Guild ............................. Lois Sharp, Dorthy Epple (fill oil candles only)
Media/Sound................ Jay Heare, Mike McGahey, Pete Newcomb, Lori Paul
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Presiding Minister & Preacher .............................................Rev. Paul Offhaus
Assisting Minister .....................................................................Steve Callender
Organist ................................................................................... Martin P. Gigler
Altar Guild ................................................ Cindy Witters (fill oil candles only)
Media/Sound................ Jay Heare, Mike McGahey, Pete Newcomb, Lori Paul
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