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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ!   

Several years ago, while listening to the radio, I heard an interest-
ing discussion concerning how people perceive the passage of time.  Sev-
eral studies seemed to suggest that a person s age affected their perception 
of the passage of time.  Younger people perceive time moving much more 
slowly than do older people.    

To try to understand this concept think back to when you when 
you were a child of six or seven.  Remember how long it seemed to you 

from one Christmas to another?  After one Christmas was over the next one never seemed to come 
when I was a child or at least that s the way it felt to me.  However, as an adult of fifty it seems to 
me that one celebration of Christmas will end and another will begin.    

Obviously, the time between Christmases is constant, one year or 365 days.  What changes as 
we age is our perception of the passage of time.  When I was seven years old the time between the 
celebrations of Christmas when I was six years old to when I was seven years old was one seventh 
of my life.   This past Christmas the time between the celebrations when I was forty nine years of to 
when I was fifty years old was a mere one fiftieth of my life.  The actual number of days between 
celebrations remained constant what changed was my perception.    

I started thinking about all of this when I realized with something of a start on Epiphany Sunday 
that the beginning of the Holy Season of Lent is less than one month away.   Ash Wednesday will 
be on February 6, 2008.  The length of this year s Epiphany season is very, very short.  My percep-
tion of time and your perception of time don t have anything at all to do with the length of this sea-
son of Epiphany.  We will barely have time to take down the church s Chrismon Tree before we put 
up the large cross in church for the season of Lent.  

The fact that Epiphany is short this year has not a thing to do with perceptions and everything to 
do with the upcoming celebration of Easter.  Mentioning the celebration of Easter when all of the 
Christmas decorations haven t yet been put away might seem startling to some.  The beginning of 
Lent, Ash Wednesday, as most of you know, is based on when Easter is celebrated.    

Unlike Christmas, the celebration of Easter does not happen on a fixed date every year.  The 
celebration of Easter takes place on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the beginning of 
spring.  Spring begins every year on March 20.  The first full moon after March 20, 2008 will take 
place on March 21, 2008, which will be Good Friday.  Easter will be on March 23, 2008.   There-
fore, Ash Wednesday will be on February 6, 2008.  The observance of Ash Wednesday is calculated 
by counting backwards from Easter forty days, excluding Sundays.   By using these calculations we 
are able to fix the observance of Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent and the end of Epiphany.  

It is because of when that first full moon appears after the start of spring that Epiphany is so 
short this year. This will be one of the shortest Epiphany seasons in recent memory.  As a matter of 
fact, this will be the shortest Epiphany season in the last quarter century and that is really something 
of a shame.  

Epiphany is an important season in the church.  It is during the season of Epiphany that Chris-
tian people concentrate on the identity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The word epiphany means reve-
lation.  During this season of the church year Jesus is revealed to us.  This revelation begins on the 

PASTORAL 
PONDERING 
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Feast of Epiphany, January 6, when the visit of the Wisemen to the child Jesus is celebrated.  The 
feast reveals Jesus to be the ruler of the nations of the world.   

On the first Sunday after Epiphany, the church celebrates the Baptism of Our Lord. On this day 
we hear the voice of God Himself proclaiming This is my Beloved Son , revealing Jesus to be the 
Son of the Father.    

On Sunday, January 20, the Second Sunday after Epiphany we will hear the story of Jesus en-
counter with John the Baptist from the Gospel of John. The theme of the revelation of Jesus will 
continue for us when we hear John say, Look, here is the Lamb of God! Jesus identity as the one 
who will take away our sins is clearly established.  

On Sunday, January 27, the Third Sunday after Epiphany, the gospel reading from Matthew will 
speak of the beginning of Jesus ministry, the calling of the first apostles, and Jesus healings of 
those people in need.  Also, included in gospel reading are the words of the prophet Isaiah who 
speaks of great light dawning for those who sat in the region and shadow of death .  Here Jesus 
is revealed as the Light come to earth.  

On Transfiguration Sunday, February 3 the voice of God will once again be heard.  God will 
say, This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to Him.  The voice of God at both the baptism of Jesus 
and at the Transfiguration of Jesus has the effect of bracketing the season of Epiphany.  At the be-
ginning of the season God tells us who Jesus is and at the end of the season God tells us who Jesus 
is.  There is no doubt to who Jesus is as Lent begins.  He is the Son of God, the Lamb of God, the 
Light of God, who will take away sin and the power of death.  

Even though Epiphany is short this year we need to spend our time thinking about who this Je-
sus is.  During this short Epiphany let us continually pray that God in His goodness and love would 
continue his revelation of Christ in our hearts as we worship, pray and read scripture.  May we come 
to understand who Jesus is during these days.  

Yours in Jesus Christ, 
Pastor Fred Meuter  

GREETERS SCHEDULER NEEDED  

We are in need of a volunteer who would be interested in 
scheduling people for greeting at our Worship Services. No 
experience is necessary and training is available. Please call 
the church office if you would be willing to take on this ful-
filling task! 
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YEAR END  
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  

Some of you might be unaware of the computer 
which is in the basement of the church crashing 
in early December. This is used for input of all 
financial data from the Treasurer, Bookkeeper 
and Financial Secretary. In checking for lost 
data, contribution records (among other things) 
that had been entered from July through De-
cember were no longer able to be pulled up.  

All records now need to be re-assembled and 
input back into the computer. Needless to say, 
this is a task that requires much time. I am 
working on this (when not at my other full-time 
job). Now that the Christmas season is over, 
more time should be available for this task. 
However, at this writing, 3 more months worth 
of data needs to be input, including data from 
the Capital Improvement fund for deposits 
given directly for the boiler.  

Needless to say, year end contributions state-
ments will not be available as early in January 
as would be preferred. Please be patient and 
feel free to call me at 710-0781 with any ques-
tions.  
Thank you, 
Susie Manier, Financial Secretary. 

ST JOHN QUILTERS  

The Quilters are always interested in adding 
new members to their Thursday morning 
group.  The Quilters will be happy to teach the 
basic skills in this old fashion art. Please con-
tact Martha Lawler for more information. 

THANK YOU  to St. John s Quilters for their 
generous gift.  Their donation paid a large 
amount of the fence along Broadway and a sec-
tion on Van Buren. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  

New Adult Class to start January 13 
Introduction to the Bible   

Did you make a New Year's Resolution to read 
the bible more?    

This basic course is great for those who are not 
familiar with the bible or those who need a re-
fresher.  

Who wrote the bible? Where do I begin? Can 
the bible help me with my life problems? How 
can I build a habit of bible reading?   

Questions? Call Dennis @ 485-1850 
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FROM THE ALTAR GUILD

   

Thanks to everyone who has signed up for 
providing Altar Flowers in 2008.  Ash 
Wednesday is February 6, and at the request 
of Pastor Meuter, we will again have no 
flowers on the Altar during Lent, unless you 
feel strongly about it.  In that case, feel free 
to sign the poster.  

We still have several open dates for 2008,   
please think about providing altar flowers for 
those dates.  As always, if you wish your 
flowers to be donated to an ill or shut-in 
member, please call Donna Weber at 490-
9334 and I will see your wishes carried out. 

MUSTARD SEED  
FURNITURE BANK  

The Mustard Seed Furniture Bank accepts gen-
tly-used furniture and household goods includ-
ing silverware, pots & pans and bed linens, 
blankets and towels! Drop these items off at the  
office Monday-Friday 10 am-3 pm

 

at 5429 
Keystone Drive off Ley Road or call for large 
item pickups at471-5802. please make sure the 
items are free of rips, tears, stains, and animal 
and cigarette damage! The Mustard Seed is 
also accepting new volunteers to help with our 
expanding ministry. 

I want to say thank you for all of the Christ-
mas greetings I received from the many mem-
bers of St John Lutheran Church.  

Ruth Sible 

A special thanks to all of those who remem-
bered my family and me during this past 
Christmas Season with cards, gifts, and good-
ies! Your thoughtfulness is truly appreciated!  

Jamie Robbins 
Parish Secretary 
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For the past 10 years the women of St. John have actively lived their faith by providing kits to Lu-
theran World Relief.  These kits have traveled around the globe to provide a little relief and comfort 
for many people living in poverty and distress.  This year we want to increase our efforts in this wor-
thy project.  Our goal is to collect enough materials for 50 complete kits of each type.  We will be col-
lecting for 3 different types of kits 

 

Layettes, Health Kits, and School Kits.  We will also be collect-
ing extra material for sewing kits and quilts and bars of soap.  Our kits will be gathered in the Narthex 
throughout the year, (see the below schedule) but of course, materials will be accepted any time. 

Look for more information in the Sunday bulletins, upcoming newsletters and the WELCA bulletin 
board outside the Kindergarten room.  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PROJECT  

Layettes:

  

The following items are needed: 
2 shirts or onesies 
2 receiving blankets 
1 sweater 
2 diaper pins 
2 gowns or sleepers 
4 cloth diapers 
2 washcloths 
1 bath size bar of gentle soap  

Place items in basket in Narthex.  Monetary donations welcome.  Contact person:  Martha Lawler 
Goal:  50 complete kits 

MONTHS KITS CONTACT PERSON 
January & February Layettes Martha Lawler 

March & April Health Kits Carol McLaughlin 

May & June Bath Soap, 3 yd fabric Gloria Brown 

July & August School Kits ?? 
September & October Kit Assembly and pick up   
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Dear Members of St John Lutheran Church,  

We are in an exciting time in our church. Once in every 
generation a new core worship resource appears: a new 
treasury of worship, prayer, and song to help the church 
renew its worship life. We will soon reach one of those 
moments in our church s history: Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship will be available for us to use in our worship.  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship is the result of a five-year 
process during which Lutheran congregations all across North America were invited to test 
new worship materials and provide feedback to help build the best worship resources for the 
whole church. These new resources have truly been prepared by the whole church, for the 
whole church. They reflect the riches of our past, the gifts of the present, and the hope that we 
have for the future

 

of God s church.  

This spring we will begin using Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Until that time, we will be 
taking special offerings to help us with the purchase of these new resources. Look for the table 
set up in the gym & the Order Form in your Worship Folders and Newsletters that you can use 
to contribute to this special effort.  

In worship we receive God s grace, freely given to us in Christ. In worship we respond with 
praise and thanksgiving to that freely given gift. As you prepare to support our church s wor-
ship life through the gift of new worship resources, I invite you to respond with a grateful 
heart.  

God be with you as you pray and meditate on the commitment you will make. Be bold!   

Joyfully,  

Pastor Meuter  
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