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My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ!  

Thanksgiving came somewhat early this year.  As a result, the Christmas 
Season started early this year.  Traditionally, Thanksgiving has come to 
be seen by most people in our American culture as the beginning of the 
Christmas Season.  I think we can thank the folks at Macy s for this.  In 
1929 Macy s Department Store in New York City staged their first ever 
Thanksgiving Day parade.  The last float in the parade was one which 
carried Santa Claus.  The whole purpose of the parade was to get people 

into the department store to start their Christmas shopping.  Santa s arrival at Macy s announced 
the beginning of the Christmas Season.  

Since 1929 most people in our culture have seen Thanksgiving as being the beginning of the 
Christmas Season.  The day after Thanksgiving, now known as Black Friday , is the single big-
gest retail shopping day in America.  People are encouraged to get an early start and purchase 
their Christmas gifts.  Because Thanksgiving came on the earliest possible fourth Thursday of the 
month of November, the frenzy of buying got off to an earlier start than normal.  The so-called 
Christmas Season , therefore, started earlier.  

However, I have noticed recently that the start of the Christmas Season has now started to 
come even before Santa Claus takes his ride down 34th Street in the Macy s Parade.  This year, at 
least, two radio stations here in Fort Wayne started playing Christmas music 24/7 before Thanks-
giving.  (Towards the beginning of November I was driving through Indianapolis and happened to 
tune my car radio to a radio station that was playing Christmas music!)   Decorations in stores 
were in evidence around mid-November.  Some stores had even cut the price of their Christmas 
ornaments and decorations a week or two before Thanksgiving.  As a kid and younger man I can 
remember that it wasn t possible to buy ornaments or lights until Thanksgiving.  

The secular celebration of Christmas is coming earlier and earlier every year.  The whole no-
tion of the Season of Advent then becomes rather strange to many, many Christian people.  This 
year Advent will not begin until Sunday, December 2, a full week and some after the beginning of 
the secular Christmas Season.  When the culture has been decking the halls for some time be-
fore the church even begins to look forward to the coming of her Savior it becomes increasingly 
harder and harder for Christian people to become engaged with the whole notion of Advent, the 
season of waiting and hoping for the coming of Jesus.  

In years past the season of Advent was much longer than it now is.  Up through the Middle 
Ages Advent used to begin forty days prior to the celebration of Christmas; Advent was actually 
understood as something akin to a winter Lent.  The first Christians used the days of Advent to 
reflect, read scripture, pray and prepare their hearts for the coming of Jesus.  They were able to do 
this, obviously, because they did not have the same kind of cultural distractions that we have to-
day.  Also, Christmas was not the major celebration that it has become.  Easter is the GREATEST 
FESTIVAL in the life of the church and in the lives of Christian people, or at least it should be.  
While Christians of earlier times certainly enjoyed and revered the celebration of Jesus birth they 
had not become consumed with cultural celebrations.  This, of course, gave them time to observe 
Advent.  

A fuller observance and appreciation of Advent is something that Christian people need to-

PASTORAL 
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day.  A major part of Advent is about waiting.  Waiting is not a virtue that is embraced by people 
in our culture.  It used to be that people would actually wait to make a major purchase of, say a 
car or TV.  Now, folk slap down the credit card or take out a loan to get what they want RIGHT 
NOW.  It used to be that Christian men and women waited until they were married to have sexual 
relations.  This virtue is one that now seems downright old fashioned and out of step with the cur-
rent culture.  Waiting is not something people do very well today at all.   Is it any wonder then 
that Advent seems odd, out of date and old fashioned?  

I am certainly no Grinch when it comes to Christmas.  As anyone who has ever driven past 
my house can tell I absolutely love putting up Christmas lights.   When my lights come on the 
power dims for a second in my part of Fort Wayne!  (Just joking!)  I like listening to Christmas 
music as I drive around in my car.  I enjoy watching movies with my family in the days before 
Christmas like It s a Wonderful Life , A Christmas Story , Miracle on 34th Street and Polar 
Express .  I like going to the lot and finding the perfect Christmas Tree for our house.  

Yet, in church and in my life as a pastor, I like the waiting for the coming of Jesus.   I love the 
observance of Advent.  The glorious hymns of Advent, Awake, Awake for Night is Flying , On 
Jordan s Bank , The King Shall Come , and, of course, Oh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuel 
deepens the sense of joy that I shall have when I am privileged to read the words of Blessed St. 
Luke to you on Christmas Eve.  Watching our grand old church be decorated a little bit at a time 
in the weeks before Christmas heightens my sense that something wonderful is about to take 
place.  Waiting helps me to be caught up in the joy of the angels as they proclaim the birth of a 
baby at Christmas.  

On December 26th our culture will be done with Christmas.  The radio stations will go back to 
playing their normal fare.  Almost overnight the decorations will come out of the stores.  You 
won t be able to find any Christmas specials on the television.  The church, however, will not be 
done with Christmas.   As a matter of fact, the church will continue her celebration of Jesus birth 
through Sunday, January 6 with observance of the Epiphany of Our Lord, which marks the visit 
of the Wise Men to the child Jesus.  The church will seem to be out of step with the culture that 
will have put away its lights and glitter.   I will defiantly continue to burn my Christmas lights 
through the night of January 6; all of my neighbors displays will have gone dark.  

I hope that you will use the days of Advent.  I hope that you will pray.  I hope that you will 
read your Bible.  I hope that you will prepare and wait a bit.  I invite you to rediscover a sense of 
anticipation at the coming of Jesus.  Wait a bit for the Christmas Season, embrace the Advent 
Season and you will find your celebration of the birth of Jesus to be deeper than you may have 
imagined.  

Yours in Christ,   

Pastor Fred Meuter 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

St. John School presented its annual Grandparent s Day on 
Wednesday, November 21. The day began with doughnuts 
and coffee at 8:30. During this time everyone had the oppor-
tunity to view photographs of school events since the begin-
ning of the school year. Pastor Meuter and I spoke about 
school events as well as ways in which grandparents could 
participate in the life of the school. This included attending 
events, volunteering and becoming involved in the scrip pro-
gram.  

At 9:00 students from each class escorted the grandparents 
to classrooms where they had the opportunity to see stu-
dents and teachers in action. This was followed at 10:00 AM by the Thanksgiving Service which 
included Holy Communion  

The final event of the day was a Thanksgiving Dinner 
served for everyone in the gymnasium. Food was served by 
teachers and middle school students. It was wonderful to see 
everyone gathered together like a family. A special treat was 
a contest for grandparents that featured scrip card prizes 
donated by the PTO. This was well received by all.  

One of the things that grandparents were asked to do while 
they were here was to fill out a Registration Card so that we 
could follow-up on their visit to St. John. On the returned 
cards 15 people have expressed an interest in attending a 
school-day grandparent s afternoon. My question to mem-

bers of the St. John congregation is: Would you be interested 
in attending such an event? If you are please contact me at the school.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who were a part Grandparent s Day and to wish 
all a Blessed Christmas Season.  

For Christian Education,  

Martin P. Gigler 
Principal 


