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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 AM — 3 PM

PASTOR ..o THE REV DR FREDERICK W MEUTER |11
CHAIR OF THE CONGREGATION........ccoveiierieeiiiienens MR GREGG KOPPELMANN
ORGANIST . MR MARTIN GIGLER
CHURCH SECRETARY ..ottt MRS JAMIE ROBBINS
CHURCH CUSTODIAN ...ttt MRS GLORIA BROWN
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL ...t MR MARTIN GIGLER
SCHOOL SECRETARY ..o MRS MELISSA STUDEBAKER

SCHOOL CUSTODIAN. ..ottt MR KEN HEARE


http://www.stjohnluth.com

INSIDE THIS | SSUE

CHURCH OFFICE NEWS

CHURCH DIRECTORY CHANGES
Please make the following changes in your own personal Church Directories:

ADDRESS/PHONE ADDITIONSUPDATES/CORRECTIONS:
Change:

New directories are being worked on, please submit any address changes you have to the church
office as soon as possible. Thanks!

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
(September)

Transfer: Steve Jannisch to St Mark’s Lutheran, Janesville, WI (9/15/08)
Married: Dan & Katie (Hunt) Kite (9/20/08)

Pastoral Ponderings Pages 3-4
October 2008 Calendar and Opportunities for Service Pages 11-14
October Baptism & Wedding Anniversaries Page 22
Directory Changes & Membership Changes Page 23
Prayer Concerns Page 17
Sunday Night Adult Class/St Luke’s Service of Healing Information Page 6
SCHOOL ARTICLES

School News Page 5
Meijer Gift Cards Page 6
Pumpkin Patch Information/Free Money Update Page 16
CHURCH COUNCIL INFORMATION

Evangelism Board News Page 7
Council Retreat Information Page 8
Cemetery Board News Page 10
MISCELLANEOUS

L utheran World Relief Truck |nformation/Restaurant Day Information Page 6
Thank Y ou’s/Paint-A-thon Update Page 7
Lutheran Home Auxiliary News/Thrivent Policyholder Information Page 8
From the Altar Guild/Food for Christ Page 9
Church Picnic Report/Project Reads Information Page 16
Concordia L utheran High School Information Page 18
Northeast Conference Fall Assembly Information Page 19
Heroes @ Trinity English Information Page 20
Thrivent sponsors Colts All Pro Dad Experience Page 21

| EFFECTIVE DATE:

T ——
| MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION |
I CHANGE/CORRECTION FORM I
| |

NAME:
| |
| ADDRESS: |
|
| CITY: STATE: ZIP: |
| pHoNE: |
| |
|
|
|

| This Membership Form may be mailed or left in the church office

L—————————————————————————J
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02:
03:
04.

07:

09:
11.
13:
15:
16:
17.
18:

19:
20:
22.
23:
24.
28.
30:
31:

OCTOBER
BAPTISM
ANNIVERSARIES

Kimberly Moehring

Nancy Wilkins

Kay Pannkuk, Amera Platt, Dorothy Epple,
Steve Butcher

Julianne Wyatt, |sabella Haggard, Olivia
Haggard

Mikel Robbins

Wayne Merz

Adam Bessey, Tina Gull

AnitaMcConn

Michael Mays

Alan Keller, Abigail Butcher

Alice Zimmerman, Arlene Hissong, Aaron
Arnold, Roberta Hitzeman

Sarah Robinson

Joel Wheeler

Alexander Kunkel

Kathryn Sherrod

Laurie Nadeau, Janet Davis

Jodi Inge, Sieng Xayyachack

Kenny Loechner

Kristin Huff

OCTOBER
WEDDING

ANNIVERSARIES

02:
03:
10:
11:
12:
13:

24.
26:
29:
30:
31

James & Melody Moehring - 15
Dondd & Darlene Currie - 38
David & Laurie Nadeau - 10
Alan & Frances Gull - 28
Mike & Sherry Mommer - 20
David & Lori Bauch - 18

Brian & Jennifer Rodewald - 01
Ben & Kristen Saurer - 01
Thomas & Carole Kierspe - 44
Joe & Suzannelreland - 12
Gary & Pat Ansberry - 03

Jim & Norma Greener - 53
Richard & Geraldine Trautman - 56

"Just before the death of flowers,
And before they are buried in snow,
There comes a festival season
When natureisall aglow."

- Author Unknown

PASTORAL
PONDERING

| absolutely love the month of October. There is acrispnessin the air. As
the sun sinks lower in the sky it seems as if afternoon shadows are somehow
or other more striking. The sunlight seems to have a special quality. And,

May the Lord Continue To
bless these marriages!

Please let me know if | missed you or have a wrong date for you for Baptism or Wedding
anniversaries!

Thanks, Y our Parish Secretary,
Jamie Robbins (426-5751)
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of course, the trees blaze forth with incredible colors of gold, orange, red and yellow. As the poem
guoted above makes clear, October is something of “afestival season When natureisall aglow.”

In some ways, October is very much like spring. In the early spring of the year daffodils and tulips
poke up out of the barren soil. There is an explosion of color, also, as spring flowers blaze forth.
(I’mreally looking forward to next spring time; the spring of 2009. | have bought lots and lots of tulip
and daffodil bulbs for planting over the next month or so in preparation for next spring.) Early spring
shares with the month of October, then, exploding colors.

The cynics reading this little piece of writing are no doubt thinking to themselves that while Octo-
ber may be atime of blazing and glorious color, what follows is rather drab and dull. November isan
incredibly colorless month. The trees are stripped bare and stand empty to the skies. Cold rains fall,
with amixture of wet snow. To quote another poem:

"Dull November bringsthe blast,
Then the leaves are whirling fast."- Sara Coleridge

The truly cynical will no doubt point out that what follows November is the long, cold and dark
winter.

| am not quite so cynical. | don’t think too far ahead about what will follow October. | am quite
content to give God thanks and praise for al the beauty that He will bless us with during the days of
October.

These musings lead me to my main point for this month’s conversation with you, that is giving
God thanks and praise for the beauty and blessings that we see in our lives every single day. It seems
to me that some Christian people have lost their ability to see God’s goodness and blessings all around
them. If we can’t see the many blessings of God and his goodness to us it will be impossible to give
Him praise.

Our lives are filled with a great many distractions and worries. As | write these words to you the
people of our country are gripped with worry concerning the economy. This weekend (the weekend
that | write these words to you) members of the House and Senate are meeting around the clock (or so
they claim) to find a way to avert a meltdown of our nation’s economy. The cable news networks are
stoking the fear and paranoia of the populace by treating this “crisis” asif aforeign army had invaded
our shores. Without a doubt the current financial mess is keeping many people from seeing al of the
goodness of God al around them.

I must admit to all of you that | have been sitting in front of the TV watching al of the coverage
with a sense of foreboding and fear. 1’ve been gripped by what is unfolding in Washington and on
Wall Street to the extent that | began to lose my perspective on all the blessings and glories of God all
around.



Saturday afternoon, | got some of that perspective back when | climbed up on my bike and went
out for atwo and half hour ride aong the Rivergreenway bike path. | rode my bike along the three
rivers that snake through Fort Wayne. It was a glorious day. The temperature was in the low 70’s.

The sky was utterly blue and cloudless. | could see the first hints of the change of color in the trees.

As | rode along | was awed by the beauty that God had placed all around me and | began to look
forward to the beauty that God would give me as a gift in the weeks ahead as He worked nature to put
on the glorious “festival season” that is October. As | rode along my worries lessened. As | looked
hard at what God had given to me, not just along that bike trail, but in my own life | was able to really
see the goodness of God. | was able to thank and praise God for all His goodness to me.

It is possible to be too distracted and taken up with the cares of the world. When we are we can
become so hard and cynical that we can’t see al of the goodness of God. We can become so dis-
tracted and cynical that it becomes impossible for us to enjoy the blazing colors of Fall, for example,
saying “yeah, al of thisisnice, but you know, it’s going to get really cold in a month or two”. Some-
times we just need to live in the moments that God gives to us and see this life that God has given us
as the wonder and great gift that it is.

Jesus said, “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying
add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomor-
row is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not
worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?” or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the
Gentiles who strive for all these things, and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.

Today 'stroubleis enough for today. ”

| thought of those words as | rode along the bike trail. | thought about what Jesus said. | thought
about how Jesus calls us to “look” and “consider” all that God has done in the world. Look at the
beauty of the creation. See this great gift that God has given us. Look at the blessings in your life.
Number those things. Count those things. And then ask yourself if God will not continue to love and
bless you.

Don’t become cynical. Don’t become distracted. In this month of October as God paints the trees
with vivid colors enjoy the show. Give God thanks and praise for what He does in nature and what He
has done in your lives. Don’t worry. Don’t fret. God isin control of al things. Heis good and gra-
cious. And He has given us so many good things and He will indeed give us even more.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Fred Meuter



