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My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ!   

The month of November used to be a nice quiet month.   When I was a 
boy November seemed different to me than it does now.  Nowadays the en-
tire month of November is taken over with the commercial run up to Christ-
mas.  However, in years past it seemed November was different.  Christmas 
decorations did start to go up in the stores towards the end of the month, but 
there was still this sense that November was quiet and peaceful.    

To me November seemed to be something of an in-between month.  In 
the northeast, where I spent my teenage years, it seemed to be the case that nature was quite literally 
going to sleep.  Recently, I ran across a poem about November by Clyde Watson that sums up, rather 
well, this notion that the earth is going to sleep.  

November comes   With night coming early,  The fires burn  
And November goes,   And dawn coming late,  And the kettles sing,  
With the last red berries  And ice in the bucket   And earth sinks to rest  
And the first white snows. And frost by the gate.  Until next spring.   

The last line of the Watson s poem about November really struck me.  And the earth sinks to 
rest, Until next spring.  In the Northern Hemisphere the earth is indeed taking a rest.  All of the 
leaves will have fallen from the trees.  The fields around us will have been harvested. Our lawns will 
go dormant. Many of the birds will have left for warmer climates.  At night no one will hear the sound 
of crickets.  The first snows may come laying a blanket of white over the sleeping ground.  

It is too bad that we have allowed November to become such a busy month of preparations for 
Christmas.  Back during the Great Depression President Franklin D. Roosevelt did something that I 
believe led directly to the frantic busyness of November today; he moved the date of the celebration of 
Thanksgiving.  Prior to Mr. Roosevelt s election, Thanksgiving Day in the United States had been 
observed on the last Thursday of the month.  This practice dated back to 1863 when President Abra-
ham Lincoln fixed the celebration of the holiday on the final Thursday in November.  Prior to Mr. 
Lincoln s establishment of a fixed date for Thanksgiving, the fifteen Presidents who came before him, 
starting with George Washington, would proclaim a day of national thanksgiving whenever they saw 
fit.  More often than not the day of national Thanksgiving took place sometime in the month of No-
vember after the fall harvest.  

When Mr. Roosevelt came to office in 1933 the United States of America, as well as the rest of 
the industrialized world, was in the grips of the Great Depression.  That year the last Thursday of the 
month was November 30th, which also happened to be the last day of the month.  Merchants were well 
aware that the vast majority of Americans did not begin their Christmas shopping until the day after 
Thanksgiving.  In 1933 many merchants implored the new president to move the day of national 
thanksgiving to the fourth Thursday of the month.  That would have allowed for 31 shopping days 
before Christmas, instead of 24.  Roosevelt resisted the merchants pleas and kept Lincoln s practice 
of observing Thanksgiving on the last Thursday of the month that year.   From 1934 to 1938 the last 
Thursday of the month was not on the last day of the month and the merchants did not request a 
change in the date of celebration. 

PASTORAL 
PONDERING 
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Then 1939 rolled around and once again the last Thursday of November was the last day of the 
month.  The last Thursday of November that year was also the fifth Thursday.  Once again the mer-
chants pointed out to the President that if Thanksgiving was celebrated on the last Thursday of the 
month there would be only 24 shopping days before Christmas.  1939 was different from 1933.  The 
country had begun to come out of the Depression and Roosevelt wanted to see the economic recovery 
continue.  Therefore, in 1939 he relented and by Presidential decree moved the observance of 
Thanksgiving to the fourth Thursday of the month of November, where it remains until this day.  

President Roosevelt s decision may have been a hit with the merchants, but many Americans 
were outraged.  The White House was flooded with letters of protest.  1939 was the year of two 
Thanksgivings.  On November 23, 1939 FDR craved his turkey at his home in Warm Springs, Geor-
gia and wished the nation a Happy Thanksgiving.  Many people ignored the President s greeting and 
his decree and celebrated the day one week later on November 30th.  However, over the next couple 
of years people moved their celebration of the day to the fourth Thursday.  Undoubtedly the nation s 
entrance in the Second World War had something to do with the shift in celebration.  People were 
focused on battling the Axis powers and not the President over the celebration of the holiday.  

That shifting of the day in 1939 meant that the merchants started to really push the Christmas re-
tail rush.  The Second World War abated the shopping blitz to an extent.  However, when the war 
ended the fourth Thursday became the unofficial start of the Christmas Season and the character of 
November began to change.  Over the years the emphasis on the coming of Christmas has overshad-
owed the good and peaceful character of November.  

Some of you, after reading the history I have recounted, might feel like shrugging your shoulders 
and saying So What? or What s the big deal?  I think the big deal with the loss of the quietness 
and peacefulness of November is this; we have lost a time for quiet reflection.  When life becomes 
frantic it is very difficult to be able to stop and consider precisely what it is that we have to be thank-
ful for.  The Christmas retail season is all about convincing people of what they don t have and what 
they want for Christmas.  In that kind of atmosphere how is it possible for the average person to stop 
and consider all the good things that they do have?    

Thankfulness happens, it seems to me, when we slow down, are quiet and take stock of our lives.  
That s what used to be so nice about November, it was quiet.  In times past, the harvest was in and so 
were the people.  Families gathered together in their homes and sat quietly together.  The harvest had 
been a time of great work.  Now came a time of rest and reflection and in that time of rest and reflec-
tion people were able to think, to consider and to give thanks.  They could give thanks because they 
had some peace and quiet in which to do their thinking and praying.    

Think about what happens now.  People sit down to their Thanksgiving feasts and instead of 
really giving thanks for what they have, they are preoccupied with making sure that they get up really 
early the next morning so that they can be first in line to get the best deals at the stores.  Where is the 
quietness and peacefulness in all of that?  

I know that it is not possible to recover from the culture around us a quiet November.  As I write 
these words to you it s not yet Halloween and yet I know that the very moment the last Trick or 
Treater has rung the last doorbell the Christmas decorations will go up in the stores and the commer-
cials will begin airing on TV.  People will start thinking about what they want instead of what they 
already have.  The Christmas lists will start to be drawn up.  The orgy of spending will start.   
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While I know that we can t, probably, rescue the culture from itself we, who belong to Jesus 
Christ, can keep a quiet November.  As the earth slumbers and sleeps we can count all the blessings 
that we have indeed received from God s gracious hand.  We can ignore the ads and the demands 
that start shopping early.  We can take some time in the month ahead to give thanks.  We can look at 
our lives and see what we have and be grateful for it, instead of being obsessed with what we don t 
have.   

My wish for all of us is for a quiet and peaceful November for we may see the goodness of God 
and be thankful for it in our lives.  

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Pastor Fred Meuter         

CHRISTIAN KINDNESS   

Help spread the good news of St. John Lutheran 
Church through Planned Acts of Christian Kindness.  St. 
John Lutheran Church is starting a new ministry aimed 
at serving people in our community which will help the 
people served to know about our congregation.  This 
effort is part of an organization known as Acts 1:8.  This 
ecumenical ministry encourages local congregations to 
do simple acts of Christian kindness in their communi-
ties so that those served may see how Christian people 
serve their neighbors.     

Our first Acts 1:8 will take place on Saturday, No-
vember 3 from 9 AM to 11 AM.  We will fan out 
throughout the neighborhood to rake leaves off of 
neighbors yards.  (Yards in the West Central Neighbor-
hood are very, very small so it should not take very 
much time at all to rake quite a few yards.)  At each 
house where leaves are raked a card will be left letting 
the owners know that they have received a free gift of 
Christian kindness from our church.  

The point of this activity and the others that will fol-
low is to show our neighbors that our church is a place 
that cares for them and would also be happy for them to 
become part of our community of faith.    

We hope that you will take part in this event.  Meet 
at the church prior to 9 AM on November 3.  If you 
have any questions talk to Pastor Meuter or Windy 
Cobb. 

THANKSGIVING EVE  
WORSHIP SERVICES 

NOVEMBER 21 
10 AM & 7 PM  

You are invited to give thanks to God for 
the many blessings that you have received 
from the hand of Christ our Lord by at-
tending one of the two worship services 
marking Thanksgiving Eve.  You are also 
invited to bring a sack of canned goods 
with you to worship.  These gifts of food 
will be given to the Wellspring Ministry 
food bank.  (Formerly West Central Min-
istry).  Also, we will receive a special 
offering at both services to benefit the 
youth dinners the Evangelism Board 
sponsors for Wellspring Ministries. As 
God has blessed us let us also be a bless-
ing for others. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

We have had many activities going on in our school ministry this 
fall so far. Two of the highlights have been the initiation of our 
volunteer program and our Problem Solvers event.  

We have been blessed to have over forty individuals sign-up 
to volunteer for our school. These volunteers will work in 
many areas of our school life including fundraising, assisting 
teachers and tutoring our students. This last group of volun-
teers, academic volunteers met with me earlier this month 
for an orientation session in the Broadway House. We dis-
cussed the type of work that they would be doing and ways 
that this important work might be done best. We had a great 
time getting to know each other and sharing experiences we 
have had with children. Additional volunteers are always wel-
come. If you are interested, please contact me or the school office.  

On Tuesday, October 16th St. John School held it s first of two Problem Solver events for the 
school year. Problem Solvers are designed to involve 
entire families in cooperative activities. Each event has a 
different theme. This one involved eggs . During the 
course of the event each family would move from one 
station to another around the gym. During the process 

everyone learned and discovered things about the proper-
ties of eggs or use eggs as part of an experiment. It was 
wonderful to see to everyone working together to solve 
problems and answer the various questions posed to them 
by the teachers at each station. A special thanks to Mrs. 
Henke, Miss Pannkuk, Mrs. Rufleth and Mrs. Hobby who 

coordinated this event and to all the teachers who participated.  

The next Problem Solvers event will be on Tuesday, February 12, 2008. Consider joining us!  

For Christian Education,  

Martin P. Gigler 
Principal 


